The Verges Group Wildflower Walk 25th June 2017
Each year the group takes a walk along the lanes around the village, noting the wild flowers on the roadside verges- seeing how they change from year to year and how they vary according to whether the grass is regularly mown for hay, left untouched or mown short. 

The walk took us out past the play area along to the junction and left along Redcap Lane to the Jubilee Wood where we stopped for a rest and refreshments in a newly scythed area in the meadow. We then turned right and went along Langrickgate as far as the Farm Shop before walking back along Langrickgate to the village.

This year we recorded the flowers we saw on The Great British Wildlife hunt map on the plantlife website and the results can be seen here. Just expand the map and click on the two icons in East Cottingwith. In total we saw well over 30 different flowers.
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/wildflowerhunt/hunt-map/
Interesting plants we saw which don’t appear on the plantlife list are crosswort, and goat’s beard. Crosswort is quite widespread on the verges but you have to look carefully among the grass to find it. The leaves grow all the way up the stem, each set of four leaves making the shape of a cross. The whorls of delicate greenish-yellow flowers are very attractive. Goat’s beard can be seen in places on Langrickgate, its tall stems standing straight up among the wavy grasses. Another name for this plant is Jack- go- to -bed -at –noon, as the flowers, which are yellow, only open on sunny mornings and close by about noon. The closed flowers look like a goats beard with a tuft at the end.
As well as looking at the flowers, we found all the different grasses with their many different seed heads and we made drawings of some of them. We saw lots of meadow brown and ringlet butterflies along the verges. The ringlet starts off almost black but can sometimes look lighter brown as the colour fades. Its wings have five circles on the undersides – hence its name. The meadow brown has an orange splash on its wings with a large eye. Both the meadow brown and the ringlet benefit from the long grass and flowers on the verges. They lay their eggs on grasses and the caterpillars feed on the grass. 
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The small skipper is another lovely little butterfly that depends on long grass. It is quite choosy and mostly lays its eggs on Yorkshire fog. The bright little orange butterflies almost look like moths as they hold their forewings upwards. 
